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The Center for Racial Justice and Law was founded in 2020 
to reflect on how the law has played a central role in 
reproducing racial inequalities across some spheres: police 
actions that reinforce racial selectivity; how the judiciary 
handles cases of racism and racial slurs; legal reforms that 
predominantly impact the Black population; affirmative 
actions and the implementation of racial quota systems in 
public service exams; the democratic system and racial equity 
in the political sphere, among others.



The Race and Climate Change
research area aims to:

VII SYMPOSIUM OF RESEARCH AT FGV

Race
 & 
Climate Change

•Analyze the impacts of climate change on the Black population, focusing on social and racial inequalities, highlighting how 
these changes intensify the vulnerability of marginalized and racialized communities.

•Investigate the role of institutional actors within the justice system, such as legislators, regulatory bodies, and legal 
organizations, in the formulation, promotion, and oversight of climate adaptation policies that consider racial equity.

•Examine the role of the judiciary in resolving climate-related disputes, with an emphasis on rulings that directly impact Black 
and marginalized populations, assessing how the judiciary has contributed to protecting the rights of these communities.

•Propose anti-racist climate adaptation solutions, in collaboration with civil society, public authorities, and the justice system, 
promoting the integration of legislative measures that ensure racial equity in climate policies in large cities.

•Evaluate the formulation and implementation of public policies for climate adaptation, with an emphasis on their ability to 
mitigate racial inequalities and promote climate justice for the most affected populations.



VII SYMPOSIUM OF RESEARCH AT FGV

Race & Climate Change
Through Maps



Main Objective: To understand if, and how, legal instruments, practices, and the formulation and 

implementation dynamics of climate adaptation policies contribute to perpetuating or mitigating the 

climate vulnerability faced by the Black population in socioeconomically disadvantaged areas.

Methodology: The case study method is adopted as the primary methodology, with the cities of São Paulo, 

Recife and Medellin selected for analysis.

Techniques: National and international document analysis, interviews with state and non-state actors 

involved in climate adaptation policies in the cities of São Paulo, Recife and Medellin interviews with policy 

beneficiaries in selected territories, and participant observation in events and meetings concerning these 

policies.

PROJECT 
DESCRIPTIONThe Color of Climate Adaptation 

research project
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POTENTIAL PARTNERS & OUTPUTS

• FGV Clima (FGV EESP) & CEDHE (FGV Direito 
SP)
o Vulnerability indicator with a racial dimension

• NAJUPMESC (FGV Direito SP)
o Case Study Collection on Climate Justice in 

Cities
o Policy Paper 

• Instituto Pólis & Rede de Adaptação 
Climática Antirracista
o Climate Adaptation Guide

Next steps
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POTENTIAL FUNDERS

• Rede de Pesquisa FGV

• Open Society Foundation

• Google.org

• Ford Foundation



THANK YOU

njrd.direitosp@fgv.br

https://direitosp.fgv.br/nucleos-de-
pesquisa/nucleo-justica-racial-direito

justicaracialedireito.com.br

@fgvnucleoracial

@justicaracialedireito
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