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DFG in the German R&D system

Good to know:

▪ Germany has a science system that is differentiated 

according to the various functions of research

In it, DFG has its role as…

▪ Germany’s largest, independent funding organisation for 

curiosity driven (basic) research

▪ a self-governing organization of science that 

works according to the bottom-up principle
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Cluster of Excellence and Excellence Strategy

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America

►Strengthening Germany‘s position as outstanding 

research hub and further improve global 

competitiveness

►Two funding lines

● Clusters of Excellence

● Universities of Excellence
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Cluster of Excellence and Excellence Strategy

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Countries of origin of researchers participating in

Graduate Schools, Research Training Groups,

Clusters of Excellence and Collaborative Research Centres 2019
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DFG in the German R&I system

▪ Topics and challenges to be tackled in international 

cooperation

▪ Research is transnational

▪ Collaboration between the best must be encouraged

▪ Germanys research must further internationalize itself

Challenges:

▪ International cooperation needs targeted strategic 

instruments

▪ It does rely heavily on funding programmes and principles

→ Offices abroad: Sao Paulo 2011

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America

DFG and its international cooperation
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► Basic research in any field of science and the humanities

► Standing Open Procedure: Open topic, all areas, no 

deadlines*

► Unbiased peer review based on scientific criteria

► Individual career phases and family-related career breaks 

are considered in the review process

No need to make your research project fit into 

any strategic priorities or thematic calls

*excl. Priority Programmes, international calls etc.

Funding Principles
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Our partner organisations

DFG has

13 partner organisations
in 

6 countries
throughout Latin America
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Partner Organisations of the DFG in Latin America

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Brazil

CAPES

CNPq

FAPESP

FAPERJ

FAPEMIG

Argentina

CONICET

Colombia

MINCIENCIAS

UNIANDES

UdeA

CONAHCYT

UNAM

Mexico CONARE  

Costa Rica

Chile

ANID



➢ There are no funds “reserved” for funding international 

activities

➢ There is no differentiation between “national” and 

“international” projects during evaluation

Funding Principles – International Cooperation

All DFG-funding programmes can be used for international 

cooperation: 

They are universal, flexible in size and with no financial ceiling

➢ Guiding principle „Standing Open Procedure (SOP)“: proposal 

submission open at any time for all areas of research in science and 

the humanities, no deadline

➢ Exceptions in international cooperation:

➢ Thematically open calls - proposal submission at certain 

deadline(s), but open for all areas

➢ Thematically focused calls - proposal submission at certain 

deadline(s) in (a) specific thematic field(s)
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Panorama Cooperation CAPES – DFG

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Calls & Approved and Funded Projects

Calls and Subject Areas

►Chemistry

Calls in 2018 and 2021

►Manufacturing engineering

Calls in 2018, 2021 and 2023

►Law

Calls 2018 in 2023

2018 2021 2023

Funded Projects



FAPESP: Funding of workshops 
and mobility; joint individual 
projects; Funding of 
Coordinated Programmes: 
International Research Training 
Groups, Research Units, 
Collaborative Research Centers
Submission possible at any 
time

DFG Funding Opportunities

International cooperation with Brazil: FAPESP Example

DFG

FAPESP

Who can apply?

→ At DFG: Any researcher with a doctoral degree and currently working at a German University or Research 
Institution (requirements for Individual Research Grants)

→ At FAPESP: Please check the respective requirements (Auxílio Regular and Projetos Temáticos)

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America

Stage of 
cooperation

Funding of… Duration

Already established 
contact

BILATERAL COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS: Personnel, 
instrumentation, consumables, travel budget, 
guest scientists, budget for publication on the 

German side for up to 3 years (renewable), 
module: Mercator

up to 3 years 
(renewable)

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH TRAINING GROUPS

RESEARCH UNITS

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH CENTERS

5 + 4 years
2 x 4 years
3 x 4 years
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Save the date:

FAPESP WEEK GERMANY
25 to 26 March 2024, FU BERLIN



Most Commonly Used Funding Programmes in International 

Cooperation

Little to no contact

between German and 

international researcher

12 months

• International 

Research Training

Group

• Research Unit

Excellent & longstanding

cooperation between groups of

collaborating researchers

• IRTG: 5 + 4 years

• RU: 2 x 4 years

Already established 

contacts

Bilateral Projects 

Research Grants

Principle of “matching funds” between the DFG and the partner organisation

Up to 3 years (possibility 

of renewal at DFG)

Initiation of 

International

cooperations
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Initiation of International Collaboration

Mobility funding: To explore collaboration possibilities and develop a 

joint project proposal. 

This programme does not finance research projects! 

Available Modules:

➢ Exploratory workshops in Germany or abroad: funding of travel

costs, accomodation costs and per diem. 

➢ Trips abroad

➢ Guest visits to Germany (up to 3 months)

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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DFG - Initiation of 

International 

Collaboration

→ How do you apply? The German partner applies directly to the DFG, as a general rule

https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/international-cooperation/initiation-international-collaboration
https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/international-cooperation/initiation-international-collaboration
https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/international-cooperation/initiation-international-collaboration


Individual Research Grant

Project funding: Research funding for a project on a specific topic 

during a specific time period (usually 3 years, renewable at the DFG)

How much? Project funds for: 

● consumables

● instrumentation

● personnel

● travel costs etc.

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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DFG - Individual 

Research Grants

→ How do you apply? In parallel at the DFG and at the partner organisation

→ Proposals have to be submitted in English, as a general rule

https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/individual/research-grants
https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/individual/research-grants


International Research Training Groups (IRTGs)

Rationale: systematic international cooperation in PhD 

training!

►bilateral program: 5-10 PIs and 10-15 doctoral students on 

each side 

►joint research and training program with a partner institution 

outside of Germany

►research stay of all PhD candidates for 3-12 months at partner 

site

►complementary funding required

►Proposal is submitted jointly by a group of researchers at a 

German university and a partner group at a foreign university.

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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VIII Simpósio de Pesquisa e Inovação da FGV, 26 de novembro de 2024

Leibniz Lecture Prof. Dr. Stefanie Dehnen

EVENT: O papel das ciências básica e aplicada para alcançar os ODS, 28/29 de novembro

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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São Paulo - 28.11

https://bit.ly/3NNhVIz

Rio de Janeiro - 29.11

https://bit.ly/4f9347w

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.dfg.de%2Fr%2Fr.aspx%3FAysDkOrgSlILJW1mMRVDeb7qLA2&data=05%7C02%7Ccintia.toth%40dfg.de%7C15d91fe3e18f438f664108dcfe69e829%7C09b65cf9ca8f47609efcce939096b842%7C0%7C0%7C638664978045417582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z58dXybwAGi3mHS%2Byn3naqKBwLluE5DU00oOCGZL8jw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.dfg.de%2Fr%2Fr.aspx%3FAysDpRlwt0RUqpJOZPxqCcYZWA2&data=05%7C02%7Ccintia.toth%40dfg.de%7C15d91fe3e18f438f664108dcfe69e829%7C09b65cf9ca8f47609efcce939096b842%7C0%7C0%7C638664978045417582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vR5l1jwoStfgOQ6jinlyNK7oIQMOC5LlP65q9CbgrBg%3D&reserved=0


Thank you! Obrigada! Gracias!

Further information:

► Contact us: latinamerica@dfg.de

► DFG websites: www.dfg.de/en (EN/DE) or www.dfg.de/es (ESP)

► General questions on programmes for research careers: info-

researchcareers@dfg.de

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Funding Opportunities in Germany

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Postdoc
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Walter Benjamin Programme

►Who?  Postdocs starting a research career with a (first)

independent research project.

►How long? 2 year position

►Where? At a German institution (employer)

►Benefits: Work under the supervision of a host researcher, 

  learn new methods, concentrate on research

►Necessary with the proposal:

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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More information: Guidelines & 

Proposal Preparation Instructions

An acceptance letter from a German 

university and host researcher

https://www.dfg.de/formulare/50_10/50_10_en.pdf
https://www.dfg.de/formulare/50_10/50_10_en.pdf


Funding Opportunities in Germany
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Phd Student Full 

Professorship

Emmy Noether Programme

Postdoc

(Initial Phase)

Postdoc

(Advanced)
Appointable

PhD Position

O
w

n
 P

ro
p

o
s
a
l

Individual Research Grant

 Module: Temporary Position for Principal Investigator

Post-doc position working in a DFG-funded project

D
F

G
-f

u
n

d
e

n
d

 

P
ro

je
c

t

Heisenberg 

ProgrammeFor Individuals

For Projects/

Themes 

Walter Benjamin 

Programme

VIII Simpósio de Pesquisa e Inovação da FGV, 26 de novembro de 202421



Individual Research Grant

What? Research funding for a project on a specific topic 

Where? At a German research institute (host becomes employer)

How long? Max. 3 years (renewable)

How much? Salaried position +

project funds

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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More information

Module: Temporary 

Positions for Principal 

Investigators

Temporary Position for Principal Investigators module (Eigene Stelle)

https://www.dfg.de/formulare/52_02/52_02_en.pdf
https://www.dfg.de/formulare/52_02/52_02_en.pdf


Individual Research Grant
Module Structure

Temporary 

position for 

PI

Consumables
Travel

Staff

Mercator-

Fellow

Project specific 

workshops
Communication & 

Public relations

Individual Research Grant

Publication costsInstrumentation

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Individual Research Grant

What? Research funding for a project on a specific topic 

Where? At a German Research institute (host becomes employer)

How long? Max. 3 years (renewable)

How much? Salaried Position +

Project funds for: 

● consumables

● instrumentation

● personnel

● travel costs etc.

How to apply? To the DFG 

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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An acceptance letter from a 

German university is necessary

More Information

Module: Temporary 

Positions for Principal 

Investigators

Temporary Position for Principal Investigators module (Eigene Stelle)

https://www.dfg.de/formulare/52_02/52_02_en.pdf
https://www.dfg.de/formulare/52_02/52_02_en.pdf


Funding Opportunities in Germany

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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DFG Funding Opportunities

► Who? PhD students and Postdocs

► Where? At a German research institute

► How long? Depends on project duration

► How much? Salaried position

Share of consumables, personnel, equipment

► How to apply? The PI of the project applies for funding –

Contact the PI before submission or after approval of 

funding

Working in a DFG-funded project

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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GEPRIS and GERiT

www.gepris.dfg.de

➢ Individual projects

➢ Research Units 

➢ Priority Programmes

➢ Collaborative Research 
Centres

➢ Research Training Groups

➢ Past and present projects

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America

➢ Universities

➢ Federal Research Institutions

➢ Leibniz Association Institutes

➢ Academies of Sciences and Humanities

➢ Helmholtz Research Centre

➢ Max Planck Association Institutes

➢ Fraunhofer Society

➢ Other research institution

www.gerit.org/en 

VIII Simpósio de Pesquisa e Inovação da FGV, 26 de novembro de 202427

http://www.gerit.org/en


❖ The office serves as a contact point for researchers in Latin America;

❖ Mantains strategic partnerships with foreign funding organisations; 

❖ Develops joint funding possibilities for international collaboration;

❖ Promotes cooperation by organizing activities and events.

❖ The DFG has been cooperating with liaison scientists in Latin America since 2006.

DFG in Latin America

Dr. Christina Peters | DFG Latin America
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Office in São Paulo and Liaison Scientists

Prof. Dr. Christina Siebe,

UNAM, Mexico
Prof. Dr. Gudrun Kausel, 

UACH, ChileLatin America Team
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