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168 Journal of Economic Literature, Vol. LI (March 2013)
TABLE 4
PERCENT DISTRIBUTIONS OF METHODOLOGY OF PUBLISHED ARTICLES, 1963-2011*
Type of study
Empirical: Empirical:
Theory with borrowed own
Year Theory simulation data data Experiment
1963 50.7 1.5 39.1 8.7 0
1973 54.6 4.2 37.0 42 0
1983 57.6 4.0 35.2 24 0.8
1993 32.4 7.3 478 8.8 3.7
2003 289 11.1 38.5 17.8 3.7
2011 19.1 8.8 299 34.0 8.2

* A type could not be assigned to seventeen of the articles published in 1963.
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The Impact of NSF Support
for Basic Research
In Economics

Ashish ARORA* and Alfonso GAMBARDELLA**

ABSTRACT. — This paper studies an unusually rich data set of all the 1473 applications
to the NSF in economics during 1985-1990. It provides a rare opportunity to analyze not only
the characteristics of the researchers whose application was accepted (414 applications
in our sample), but also those whose applications were rejected. This implies that one
can investigate the impact of an NSF grants on the research output (quality-adjusted
publications) of individual researchers. Using non-parametric techniques, as well as more
conventional regression analyses, we find that the NSF effect is modest, apart for the more
junior scholars. We also address some ancillary questions, like the factors that affect the
NSF selection process and the decision about the size of the grants.



« Data set of all the 1473 applications to the NSF in economics during
1985-1990. »

« Analyzes researchers whose application was accepted (414 applications),
but also those whose applications were rejected. »

« We find that the NSF effect is modest, apart for the more junior
scholars. »
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