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Populist presidents have three possible relationships with the bureaucracy

(Peters et al 2020)

• i) Sidelining;

• ii) Ignoring;

• iii) Using

THEORETICAL PUZZLE



• What strategies do we expect populists to use?

• My argument: these strategies vary not only according to institutional factors

(ie, political parties, interbranch relations), but also according to policy areas

• Case Studies: Agriculture, Education, Environment, Infrastructure

THEORETICAL PUZZLE



METHODOLOGIES

• Around 80 Interviews with high-level federal bureaucrats (conducted since 2016)

• Unique database of federal civil servants and political appointees (2011-2022) and their

relationships with political parties
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